
Assessment Curriculum Content 

Formative Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

Summative Assessment 

Assessment is based on a combination of course-

work, including practical activities, end of unit as-

sessments and an end-of-course assessment.  

 

 

Click the links to learn more about formative and 

summative assessment approaches: 

 Updated guidance on assessment within 

the broad general education 

 Bing Videos  

  

Meta-skills 

To find out more detail about the meta skills 

learned in this curriculum area, please view the 

meta skills section on our school website.  

  

The S3 Biology course provides students with a foundational 

understanding of the principles of biology, focusing on the 

structure, function, and behaviour of living organisms. The 

course covers key areas such as cells and energy, the diversi-

ty of life, genetics and inheritance, and the environment. It 

encourages practical skills, scientific inquiry, and the applica-

tion of biological concepts to real-world scenarios.. 

The Natural World: 

 This unit explores ecosystems, biodiversity, and the rela-

tionships between organisms. Students will study food 

chains, nutrient cycles, and factors that can affect ecosys-

tems. The unit also covers human influences on the environ-

ment and the importance of sustainable practices.  

 

Cellular Biology: 

 This unit focuses on the fundamental building blocks of life 

— cells. Students will explore cell structure, processes such 

as diffusion and osmosis, and how cells gain energy through 

respiration. Key concepts also include DNA, the process of 

cell division by mitosis, and the role of enzymes in control-

ling biological reactions.  

 

Living Machines: 

This unit examines how cells work together in tissues, or-

gans, and systems. Students will learn about the structure 

and function of various body systems such as the digestive, 

circulatory, and respiratory systems. Plant biology is also 

covered, including the transport of water and nutrients. The 

unit highlights how these systems contribute to growth, 

development, and reproduction.  

 Quizzes 

 Research Tasks 

 Posters 

 Presentations 

 Practical Tasks 

 Class Discussions 

 Class Work 

 Mini Whiteboards 

 Plenaries 

 Peer/Self Assessment 

https://education.gov.scot/media/rjeovyau/assessment-within-bge-2020-21-update.pdf
https://education.gov.scot/media/rjeovyau/assessment-within-bge-2020-21-update.pdf
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=bge+explanation+of+formative+and+summantive+assessment&mid=471D2A1BC0F2447B6672471D2A1BC0F2447B6672&FORM=VIRE
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