
Winchburgh Academy

Senior Phase SQA Information

Tuesday 23rd September 2025

Respect, Kindness & Ambition  



Aims:

1. Parents and carers have raised awareness and understanding of the 

SQA National Qualifications (including additional assessment 

arrangements)

2. Parents and carers are more aware of the key aspects of National 

Qualification assessments and the key SQA dates

3. Parents and carers are further aware of school key dates and 

supports

4. Parents and carers are aware of how to access support about their 

child’s next steps beyond school (Skills Development Scotland)



Key School Staff

 C Campbell (ABSM)   SQA Coordinator

 J Reilly     SQA Administrator

 J Mitchell     SLT SQA Overview

 C Ssentamu     SFL – Assessment Arrangements Coordinator

 C Kerr      S4 Year Head

 S Oliver     PT Pupil Support

Principal Teachers:

K Borthwick (English, Social Subjects, Business, Spanish)

R Carter (Practical Woodwork, Graphics, Practical Cookery, Music & Music Tech)

C McNally (Maths, Apps of Maths, Computing)

R King (Sciences, Science in the Environment & Art)

F Forrest (PE)



What are ‘National Qualifications’?



What to expect

 Almost all SQA National 5, Higher & Advanced Higher 
Courses include coursework as well as an exam.



Types of Coursework

➢ Assignment  Case Study   Practical Activity 
Performance  Portfolio   Project     

Course assessment for N5, Higher and AH are externally marked 
by SQA, or internally marked by the centre and then quality 
assured by SQA. 



Know the Rules

If your child is studying National Qualifications, make sure they 

read the “Your National Qualifications” and “Your Exams” 

booklets. They include the rules for submitting their coursework 

and sitting their exams.



Study support

Visit www.sqa.org.uk/learners for more 

information

SQA has study tools that are free for your child to 

use:

 Past papers

 Study planner & timetable apps



Understanding Standards



SCN (Scottish Candidate Number)

• The Scottish Candidate Number (SCN) provides a unique 
record of a candidate’s SQA achievements, and each candidate 
should only ever have one SCN

• On Scottish Qualifications Certificate (SQC)



Appeals



Assessment Arrangements

• Assessment arrangements support disabled learners and/or 

those with additional support needs to access our 

qualifications and to demonstrate their knowledge and 

understanding in assessments. 

• This guide explains how assessment arrangements work and 

gives some examples of the arrangements that are available:

 www.sqa.org.uk/learnerassessmentarrangements



Assessment Arrangements

C Ssentamu     SFL – Assessment Arrangements Coordinator



Assessment Arrangements

C Ssentamu     SFL – Assessment Arrangements Coordinator



Prelims

 Monday 1st December – Friday 12th December

 Internal (likely with employed invigilators)

 Auldcathie/Millgate Suite

 Opportunity for S4 students to experience the formalities of exams

 Parts of courses assessed

 Opportunity to collate assessment evidence for young people

 No study leave for prelim – (will be in place for SQA exams in May as 

coordinated centrally by WLC, communications about the terms/conditions in 

advance of SQA exams beginning



Prelims – Draft TT



Presentations

 Ambitious and realistic for all young people

 Carefully considered

 Any level changes through SLT only (in partnership with 

parents/carers)

 Tracking and reporting will give good insight regarding progress 

throughout the session

 We’ll be in touch throughout the year to discuss any progress 

concerns, interventions, required support

 Continuous learning conversations between teachers and students (big 

part of TMR



Winchburgh Academy - Supported Study



Supported Study (e-sgoil)

https://www.e-sgoil.com/senior-phase/study-support/

https://www.e-sgoil.com/senior-phase/study-support/
https://www.e-sgoil.com/senior-phase/study-support/
https://www.e-sgoil.com/senior-phase/study-support/
https://www.e-sgoil.com/senior-phase/study-support/
https://www.e-sgoil.com/senior-phase/study-support/
https://www.e-sgoil.com/senior-phase/study-support/
https://www.e-sgoil.com/senior-phase/study-support/


SQA Timetable 2026

The 2026 exams will start on Wednesday 22 April and now finish on Tuesday 2 

June. Results day will be Tuesday 4 August.

Exam timetable will be published by SQA on Thursday 25 September.

Exam timetable and learner apps - SQA

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/1439.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/1439.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/1439.html


Key Dates

 Prelims 1st – 12th December



Jolene Keddie 

Careers Adviser

Winchburgh Academy 

S4 Options Choices



Routes & Pathways

Seek 

employment

Apply for 

Further Education

Entrepreneurship

Return to school/ 

Plan for University/

Foundation 

Apprenticeship

Apply for 

a Modern

Apprenticeship/

Training



Where did last years school leaver go?

SOURCE: Scottish Government  Summary Statistics for Attainment & Initial Leaver Destinations, No. 7: 2025 Edition, February 2025



Where did last years school leavers go? 

Title

Initial School Leavers Destinations in Scotland

3 Months after leaving school in 2024

Higher Education

Further Education

Employment

Training

Unemployment

26.4%

23.1%

4.0%

5.4%
95.7%
In positive 

destinations

40.8%

SOURCE: Scottish Government  Summary Statistics for Attainment & Initial Leaver Destinations, No. 7: 2025 Edition, February 2025
*Training, voluntary work & Personal Skills Development data has been combined



My World of Work

What’s out there?

How to find the right information



Apprenticeships.scot



Get in touch!

Jolene.keddie@sds.co.uk

07467335876

Jolene Keddie 

Careers Adviser

Contact me on:

How to make an 

appointment – speak to 

Mrs Oliver or contact me 

direct.



Final 

Thoughts



Thanks
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