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Course Overview

The Higher Computing Science course is designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of
advanced computational processes and the role of computing professionals in society. It encourages
the application of rigorous problem-solving methods in varied digital contexts and promotes
awareness of the impact of technology on the environment and society. The course develops skills
in modular programming, computational thinking and digital solution design using current
technologies. Through practical tasks and real-world applications, learners gain proficiency in
software, databases and web technologies, while also learning to communicate technical concepts
effectively and evaluate digital systems critically.

Skills Development

understand the central role of computing professionals as creative problem-solvers
and designers, able to design, implement and operate hardware and software systems

understand the far-reaching impact of computing science on our environment and
society

develop and strengthen skills in analysis and problem-solving, software and
information system design, development, implementation, testing and evaluation

Assessment

The course will be assessed through a question paper (exam) and an assignment, which will be
marked by SQA and graded A to D. There are four distinct development tasks: Software Design,
Database Design, Computing Systems and Web Design. Learners gain marks for skills including
analysis, design, implementation, testing and evaluation.
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